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GOVERNMENT INTENSIFIES CRACKDOWN ON ‘DIGITAL ARREST
SYNDICATES AMID STAGGERING LOSSES TO SENIOR CITIZENS

e Greater Kailash Couple Duped of ¥14.85 Crore; MP Brijmohan Agrawal Advocates
for Singapore-Style ‘Money Lock’ Features

e MP Agrawal to Consult Finance Minister and RBI Governor on Mandatory Security
Latches for Large Transactions

e Supreme Court Vows to Act with ‘Iron Hands’ as Nationwide Losses Breach 3,000

Crore Mark

NEW DELHI | January 14, 2026 — In a comprehensive reply tabled in the Lok Sabha, the
Government of India today reaffirmed its commitment to dismantling the sophisticated
"Digital Arrest" networks that have siphoned off thousands of crores from citizens. The
formal response follows a harrowing case in South Delhi’'s Greater Kailash (GK), where an
elderly doctor couple was kept under "virtual custody" for over two weeks, resulting in a theft
of ¥14.85 crore.

The recent fraud involving the Taneja family in Greater Kailash has sent shockwaves through
the capital. Criminals, impersonating TRAI and law enforcement officials, coerced the victims
into 15 days of continuous video surveillance. The Minister’s reply highlighted that these
syndicates exploit "psychological isolation," with funds siphoned via RTGS into multiple
"mule accounts" across seven states.

Spearheading the legislative push for victim protection, Member of Parliament Brijmohan
Agrawal raised a critical intervention in the House. Emphasizing the need for structural
banking reforms to protect the elderly, Agrawal stated:

"We must adopt global best practices, such as the ‘Money Lock’ feature
introduced by the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS). This allows
users to 'lock’ a portion of their funds from digital transfers, requiring physical
verification or a different channel to unlock. | will personally speak to the
Hon'ble Finance Minister and the RBI Governor to explore making such
time-lock features mandatory for high-value accounts."




The government’s reply also cited the Supreme Court of India’s recent suo motu
cognisance of the menace. A bench led by Justice Surya Kant described the nationwide
losses as "shocking" and directed a unified probe. The Apex Court has explicitly warned that
it will deal with these fraudsters with "iron hands,” stressing that the forgery of judicial
orders to intimidate citizens strikes at the very foundation of the legal system.

The MHA requested all citizens to adopt the "Stop, Think, Act" protocol. He noted that the
Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C) has already blocked over 60,000
fraudulent IDs. Citizens are urged to immediately report suspicious calls to the 1930
Helpline.
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